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following wide local excision of localized melanoma. Intraoperative radiation therapy (IORT) has been used to decrease local recurrence of cutaneous melanoma. However, available evidence is conflicting and IORT has not become a routine practice. Prospective assessment of patients with melanoma treated with wide local excision was performed to determine the feasibility of performing a
randomized trial with IORT. Of 53 patients treated with wide local excision, 40 patients were eligible for and randomized to adjuvant IORT or no adjuvant therapy. Wide local excision was performed using elliptical excision with a 1 cm margin around the primary melanoma. A four-field technique was used with electrons of 12 MeV and a single dose of 4 Gy administered to the tumor bed. IORT
patients received an additional dose of 2 Gy to the tumor bed using the same technique and electron energy with IORT fields only. Wide local excision was histologically clear in all patients. Four patients randomized to IORT had microscopic residual disease, 3/21 had a positive sentinel lymph node biopsy and 5/21 had a positive non sentinel node biopsy. There was a trend towards increased rates of
patient satisfaction in the IORT group compared to the no adjuvant therapy group (80 vs. 64%, p = 0.162). This pilot study is the first to be performed in a prospective randomized fashion addressing the use of IORT in a community setting. Due to decreased patient satisfaction and a low positive margin rate, this study did not demonstrate a significant benefit with IORT.The idea behind this blog is to
keep up with the vast amounts of information that are flying around Facebook. It is meant to inspire other FB users to write articles, videos and anything else that they can to share their knowledge! The information is stored on a MySQL database in my web server and the blog was designed using Dreamweaver. This site is still in its infancy, but if you find it useful then please support it by encouraging
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